
 

 

 

An extensive and important private collection of letters of Sir Henry Rider Haggard 

Comprising over one hundred letters and documents by or relating to Rider Haggard at all periods of 
his life, more than 100 from Haggard himself. Of particular significance is the extensive 
correspondence between Haggard, his father, occasionally Haggard’s fiancée Louisa Margitson, and 
their lawyers, detailing the extensive negotiations leading up to (and to some extent beyond) his 
marriage, including the birth certificate used in evidence before the court. There are papers relating 
to Haggard’s failed venture in ostrich farming in South Africa, including the detailed financial 
statement for the dissolution of the ill-fated partnership. Many letters relate to the author’s literary 
life, and include the original signed contract with his publishers for Red Eve (1907), and there is also 
a notable and extensive correspondence with his friend and neighbour at Ditchingham, William Carr. 
The collection thus covers all aspects of Haggard’s life and is a highly valuable resource for historical 
and biographical information. 

The following brief list does not in most cases contain particularly detailed information about the 
contents of individual letters, but is intended to give an overview of the collection as a whole. It is 
partly, but not strictly, chronological. The collection is presently contained in a series of folders, and 
the numbers of the these folders are given where appropriate after the various entries in the 
catalogue. 

 William Haggard: ALS to [Frederick John]Blake, his solicitor, 3 pages 8vo, Bradenham Hall, 
Thetford, 11 December 1879. Asking him to act on behalf of his son. (Cohen, Rider Haggard, 
His Life and Work, second edition, 1968, p. 55). ‘… my son … is engaged to be married to a 
lady of considerable landed property …’ [1] 
 

 [Marianna Louisa Margitson]: ‘Memorandum of terms for the settlement of Miss 
Margitson’s property in the event of her Marriage’, 5 pages folio on separate leaves, Bungay, 
13 December 1879. Lodged as an Exhibit in the High Court of Justice (Chancery Division) by 
Blake on 13 February 1880. (Cohen p. 55). [1a] 
 

 H Rider Haggard [HRH]: ALS to Blake, 2 pages 8vo, 11 Sussex Gardens, Hyde Park, 3 February 
1880. Concerning his marriage. [2] 
 

 William Haggard: ALS to Blake, 4 pages 8vo with envelope, Bradenham Hall [BH], ‘Friday’ 
(postmark 27 February 1880). Regarding the marriage settlement (‘I think Miss Margitson 
may be fairly satisfied with the result of her interview with Malins [the judge in the case]’.) 
[3] 
 

 HRH: ALS to Blake, 2 pages 8vo, undated [but late February 1880]. ‘I fear I gave you a wrong 
address for Mr Hamilton’s solicitor … I have heard nothing fresh, but will be with you at 
11.30 tomorrow’. [3] 



 
 H.A. Maude (William Hamilton’s solicitor): ALS to HRH, 2 pages 8vo, 27 February 1880, with a 

further letter, from Maude to Messrs Wordsworth & Co., 1 March 1880, both regarding the 
marriage and forwarded to Blake (see the following). [4] 
 

 HRH: ALS to Blake, 7½ pages 8vo, BH, 2 March 1880. Referring to the letter from H.A. Maude 
(see previous). [4] 
 

 HRH: ALS to Blake, 1 page 8vo with envelope, BH, 11 March 1880. Sending his baptism 
certificate and announcing his departure for Scotland. [5] 
 

 HRH: ALS to Blake, 1 page 8vo, 12 March 1880. Deferring his trip to Scotland and asking to 
see Miss Margitson ‘as the present order of the Court amounts to a prohibition’. [5] 
 

 HRH’s baptism certificate (14 September 1856), certified and signed by George Stanham, 
vicar of West Bradenham on 9 March 1880. [6] 
 

 HRH: ALS to Blake, 4 pages 8vo with envelope, Bradenham, 13 March 1880, together with a 
long letter from his father to HRH, 8 pages 8vo, Oxford and Cambridge Club, referred to in 
HRH’s letter describing a conversation with Mr Barton, Malin’s private secretary. [7] 

 HRH: Autograph draft of a proposed letter to Hartcup and Sons, with some alterations 
perhaps in another hand. [7] 
 

 HRH: ALS to Blake, 2 pages 8vo with envelope, Bradenham, 19 March 1880. (‘Glad to hear 
that the court has abolished restrictions’). [8] 
 

 HRH: long ALS to his father, 6 pages 8vo with envelope, Bradenham, 20 March 1880. About 
raising the premium for a £5,000 insurance policy. [9] 
 

 William Haggard: ALS to an unnamed correspondent, 4 pages 8vo (torn into pieces, old 
repairs), 36 Brook Street, Bath, 22 March 1880. Regarding the letter just received from HRH. 
[9] 
 

 Five original documents relating to the insurance policy, one signed by HRH giving his 
personal details, 1 page large folio, 20 February 1880. [9] 
 

 HRH: ALS to Blake, 2½ pages 8vo with envelope, BH, 27 March 1880. Regarding the payment 
of the insurance policy premium. [10] 
 

 Letter from Yorke, Woodcock & Ryland to Messrs Wordsworth Blake & Co. regarding a 
petition, Lincoln’s Inn, 6 April 1880. [11] 
 



 William Haggard: good ALS to Blake, 8 pages 8vo with envelope, BH, 9 April 1880. (‘I caught 
Rider before he sailed for Bungay. He came home from Herefordshire a few days ago & is 
gone to stay there [i.e. Bungay] & to see his Lady Love’ (Cohen, p. 56). [11] 
 

 HRH: ALS to Blake, 1 page 8vo, King’s Head Hotel, Bungay, 10 April 1880. Referring to Blake’s 
letter to his father of 8 April and providing his temporary postal address. [11] 
 

 [HRH]: Summons to court ‘In the Matter of the Estate of Marianna Louisa Margitson an 
Infant’, 1 page folio with original endorsed wrapper. All parties to attend the chambers of 
Richard Malins, vice-chancellor, on Wednesday 14 April 1880 and 11:30. [11a] 
 

 HRH: ALS to Blake, 3 pages 8vo, King’s Head Hotel, 13 April 1880. ‘In the event of the Court 
having granted the petition that we may be allowed to marry on conclusion of settlements, 
could you give us any idea as to when that is likely to be. …’ [12] 
 

 HRH: ALS to Blake, 4 pages 8vo, King’s Head Hotel, 15 April 1880. ‘Miss Margitson wishes if 
possible to avoid the appointment of a Hartcup as one of her Trustees so as to obviate 
future interference and annoyance. …’ [13] 
 

 William Hartcup’s ‘Observations’ on the proposed settlement, 2 pages folio, with the 
Opinion in the matter by Decimus Sturgis, 3 pages 4to, 17 March 1880, and covering letter 
from Yorke, Woodcock, addressed to Messrs Wordsworth, Blake & co. [14] 

 HRH: ALS to Blake, 3 pages 8vo, BH, 27 April 1880. ‘When you can find out what Miss 
Margitson’s property really consists of I shall be glad to know, also if there are any 
accommodations from the minority. …’ [14] 
 

 [HRH]: copy in HRH’s hand of a letter from W[illiam] H. C. Hamilton to Louisa Margitson, 4 
pages 8vo, Clapton, 29 April 1880. About the proposed appointment of Willie Hartcup as 
trustee. With a letter on the subject from Clarke, Woodcock etc. [15] 
 

 HRH: ALS to Blake, 3 pages 8vo with envelope, King’s Head Hotel, 30 April 1880, sending the 
copy letter (above). ‘[Hamilton] seems to have a strange idea that you can oppose the 
appointment of a trustee on behalf of Miss M. … Mr Hamilton presumes that the 
management of the estate is to be left in the hands of Mr Wm. Hartcup. I need hardly say 
that we cannot at all agree to such a thing. …’ [15] 
 

 HRH: Two ALsS to Blake, 4 pages 8vo with one envelope, King’s Head Hotel, both 4 May 
1880. One sending a copy of a letter written by Miss Margitson (see next), and the other 
thanking Blake for his letter ‘stating that Mrs W. Hartcup has not been appointed Trustee.’ 
[16] 
 

 Copy (in HRH’s hand) of Louis Margitson’s letter of F. Ryland, strenuously resisting the 
appointment of Hartcup in place of Dr McQueen, her own choice. [16] 
 



 HRH: ALS to Blake, 3 pages 8vo with envelope, King’s Head Hotel, 7 May, 1880. ‘Do you think 
that we can with any reasonable certainty calculate on getting married in June. …’ [17] 
 

 HRH: ALS to Blake, 2 pages 8vo with envelope, BH, 2 June 1880. Making arrangements to 
meet. With a letter to Blake of the same date from Henry Ryland regarding the provision of 
drafts. [18] 
 

 William Haggard: long ALS to [Edward] Borton, secretary to vice-chancellor Malins, 4 pages 
4to, BH, 14 June 1880. ‘You remember ‘chaffing’ me in the Club about my son Riders 
marriage -  I should say engagement – to Miss Margitson of Ditchingham House & your 
saying that it was a very legitimate cause for pushing on an affair of that sort in the opinion 
the Court that a man should wish to enter on his career. …’ [19] 
 

 Note to Blake from Henry S. Ryland about a draft document, 1 page 4to, Lincoln’s Inn, 16 
June 1880. [19] 
 

 HRH: long ALS to Blake, 3 pages 4to with envelope, BH, 17 June 1880. ‘The delay of the 
marriage till Miss Margitson comes of age would independently of other considerations put 
me to considerable inconvenience, since we should not then be able to start for Africa will 
the hot season, when it is unpleasant to travel. …’ [19] 
 

 Henry S. Ryland: LS to Miss Margitson, 2 pages 4to, Lincoln’s Inn, 22 June 1880. ‘I can assure 
you we are leaving no stone unturned to get through with these most complicated 
settlements. …’ With a copy in HRH’s hand of a further letter from Ryland to Louisa (‘There is 
still a great deal to be done and a large sum of money to be found to pay the Admissions to 
the Copyholds, and the Conveyancing Counsel… ‘) [20] 
 

 HRH: ALS to Blake, 3 pages 8vo, Ditchingham House [DH], 27 June [1880]. ‘Of course there is 
no alternative, so we must take the terms they are kind enough to give us. …’ [20] 
 

 HRH: ALS to Blake, 4 pages 8vo with envelope, DH House, 1 July 1880. ‘Miss Margitson this 
morning received a letter from Mr Ryland giving her an assurance that everything should be 
read by the 10th prox: She has accordingly fixed the date of the marriage for the 11th. [21] 
 

 HRH: ALS to Blake, 2 pages 8vo, BH, 5 July 1880. Enclosing [no longer] document received 
that morning, and asking him to bring them to the Legal and General [insurance company]. 
With a letter to Blake from Hartcup & Sons, excusing themselves from a delay, Bungay, 7 July 
1880. [22] 
 

 Highly diplomatic letter (LS) from Henry Ryland to his client, Miss Margitson, 3 pages 4to on 
separate leaves, Lincoln’s Inn, 12 July 1880. ‘I understand that Mr. Haggard does not intend 
to lead an idle life and therefore if he takes half your income in addition to the whole 
income under the personalty [sic] Settlement – this with his own private income ought to be 
sufficient for him … Mr Blake thoroughly and completely represents the interests of Mr. 



Haggard. Indeed so effectively do he do so that I have more than once pointed out to him 
how differently he would view the matter were he acting for you. …’ 
Copy letter from Louisa to Ryland, 4 pages 8vo, Gladstone House, Southsea, 7 July 1880, 
objecting to the proposed financial arrangements for her future children. 
Draft letter to the same, 7 pages 8vo, 14 July 1880 (‘I shall ask Mr Haggard’s approval to my 
deferring the marriage until such time as I am in a position to make my own arrangments 
…’). 
Long ALS from William Haggard to Blake, 6 pages 8vo, BH, ‘Monday’ (postmark 14 July 1880). 
‘poor Louisa (Miss Margitson) has had a most absurd note from her uncle Mr Hartcup 
declining to allow his daughter (the two girls are great friends & were brought up together) 
to be a brides maids & declining to go to her wedding ….’ 
With three envelopes. [23] 
 

 HRH: ALS to Blake, 2 pages 8vo, naval Club, Portsmouth, 14 July 1880. Enclosing the 
correspondence between Miss M and Mr Ryland (see previous). ‘You will see the line Miss 
M. has taken about the matter, and she means to stick to it. …’ [23] 
 

 HRH: ALS to Blake, 3 pages 8vo with envelope, Naval Club, Portsmouth, 20 July [1880], 
enclosing the copy of Louisa’s reply ‘to two letters written to her by Mr Ryland, one 
announcing that the consent of the Court had been obtained to the banns being put up with 
the view to the marriage taking place on the 11th and the other stating that her arguments 
and letters should be laid before the Chief Clerk of V[ice] C[hancellor] …’. The copy letter is 
included together with one to Blake from Hartcup and sons, 20 July 1880 and a telegram to 
Blake from Hartcups promising to call the next day, 21 July 1880. [24] 
 

 HRH: ALS to Blake, 1 page 8vo with envelope, Naval Club, Portsmouth, 23 July [1880]. ‘I .. 
have written to have the banns put up & Miss M has issued the invitations. …’. With two 
letters to Blake from Hartcup & Sons, 23 and 24 July 1880. [25] 
 

 HRH: ALS to Blake, 2½ pages 8vo with envelope, BH, 1 August 1880. Agreeing to call and sign 
the deeds, and adding that ‘We have had a final struggle. Hartcup and a man of the name of 
[illegible] the clergyman there who is in with him tried to raise objections to the validity of 
the banns and it was not till the Bishop had declared very emphatically that they were all 
right that they would give up the point. …’. [26] 
 

 William Haggard: ALS to Blake, 4 pages 8vo with envelope and a postscript in the form of a 
postcard sent on the same day, BH, 15 August 1880. Describing the wedding (‘It really was a 
very joyous affair as far as the village was concerned’), revealing the machinations of ‘some 
snobs’ of the neighbourhood who had ‘molested’ Louisa with anonymous letters, and giving 
a full account of the celebrations. With a further four pages from W.H. detailing Rider’s 
planned movements including his hope of starting for Africa at the end of October. 
 

 Letter from William Hamilton regarding the payment of ‘ante-nuptial claims’ and passing on 
his sister’s message of ‘the rough passage to Madeira’, 3 pages 8vo, with envelope, Clapton, 
1 December 1880 with a note from Haggard forwarding it to Blake. A further letter of 



William Haggard, a copy of a long letter from the same to Hartcups, and three other letters 
from Ryland and Hartcups, all regarding the payment of the dressmaker for Louisa’s 
trousseau. [28] 
 

 Papers relating to Rider Haggard’s ostrich farming venture in Africa and its dissolution: ALS 
from William Haggard to Blake enclosing the papers in the matter of closing the partnership 
of Rider Haggard, G[eorge] Blomefield and Cochrane, 6 pages 8vo, BH, 4 May 1883, with a 
copy of his letter of the same date to Blomefield, 4 pages 4to, two letters from Blomefield to 
[W.] Haggard, and a copy of the balance sheet and final settlement of the partnership, with 
three envelopes. [29a] 
 

 HRH: ALS to Blake, 3 pages 8vo with a postscript in Louisa’s hand, DH, 14 November [1883]. 
‘on the whole we think that it will perhaps be best for us to sign a deed of indemnity rather 
than buy the things, since in order to do the latter we should have to borrow more money 
and thus lay more burdens upon our already straitened income. …’. [31] 
 

 Marianna Louisa Haggard [MLH]: ALS to ‘My dear Ella’ [HRH’S sister], 6 pages 8vo, Hill Drop, 
Newcastle [South Africa], 13 March 1881. Giving an account of the Haggards’ life in South 
Africa, her bread making efforts, the perceived danger of the place (‘a few weeks back we 
thought we stood a very good chance of being shot. The whole thing as far as we are 
concerned hangs, I think on the issue of the next battle. …’), family news etc. [32], with an 
incomplete ALS of HRH evidently also written from South Africa, 4 pages 8vo, (‘We were all 
so disgusted after the peace that we had serious intentions of forming a company and 
emigrating. We have however given up the idea … I think the country is in a very 
unsatisfactory state, and I doubt if S. Africa will ever recover the blow. …’) [33]. 
 

 HRH: ALS to Scott, 2 pages 8vo, DH, 29 September 1894, (‘I said exactly what I thought about 
your book. To my taste it is excellent …’.  
 

 HRH: ALS to ‘Dear Dawkins, 4 pages 8vo,69 Gunnerstone Road, West Kensington, 7 January 
1887. ‘The general form of attacks of a large Zulu Impi is I believe something as I have 
drawn. It differs fr. that of the Carthaginians at Cannae …’. [34] 
 

 HRH: Printed form to the secretary of the Society of Authors indicating his intention to 
attend a dinner, signed, with a postscript asking to be seated next to Andrew Lang. [35] 
 

  HRH: ALS to [Matthew] Arnold, inviting him to meet Walter Besant and ‘some other 
gentlemen’ at the Savile Club, 3 pages 8vo (a signature of Arnold lightly attached), 69 
Gunnerstone Road, 1 June [1887?]. [36] 
 

 HRH: ALS to Evans, 1 page 8vo, 24 Redcliffe Square, 25 May 1888, excusing himself from a 
‘Swarry’ as he would be in Iceland and his wife at Ditchingham. [37] 
 



 HRH: ALS to Inderwick, 2 pages 8vo, 24 Redcliffe Square, 27 July 1888, written on his return 
from Iceland (‘I am en route from being shipwrecked on the island of Stroma for Norfolk. …’. 
[38] 
 

 HRH: ALS to Ross, 3 pages 8vo, DH, 16 August 1888, sending £1 7s for a saddle, asking 
whether [?Sir Walter] Besant would like flower in his hospital, and adding that he had 
settled with the Stroma postmaster about telegrams. [38a] 
 

 HRH: LS to (‘dear Sir’), 1 page 8vo (laid down on card), 24 Redcliffe Square, 27 March 1889. 
‘… An author may know what he likes best in his own works, what is best is a matter for his 
readers to decide on.’ [39]. 
 

 HRH: Brief ALS to Sir Herbert Thring of the Society of Authors, returning an address, 1 page 
4to, Ditchingham, 22 May 1920. [38a] 
 

 HRH: ALS to his brother Andrew, 3 pages 8vo on black-edged paper (for his mother), 
Ditchingham, 11 May [1890], declining to help Johnnie. [40] 
 

 HRH: ALS to the editor of ‘Wit and Wisdom’, 1 page 8vo, Ditchingham, 26 May 1890, asking 
whether he had ‘any more works from this pen’. [41] 
 

 HRH: ALS to the same, 1 page 8vo, Ditchingham, 29 May 1890 (‘The structure to which I 
referred was not that of Mr. Watts but a little tale called Mrs Gardner’s Cousin. …’ [42] 
 

 HRH: ALS to his cousin Amyand, 2 page 8vo, DH, 24 September n.y., enquiring as to the crest 
to put on a christening present. [42a] 
 

 HRH: ALS to Charles [Maddison Green], 3½ pages 8vo on black-edged paper, DH, 20 January 
1892, concerning the dangerous states of his sister Ella’s health (‘I most earnestly pray God 
that she may be spared to you & her children, & to us. … Everybody … here has been or is 
suffering from this terrible disease. I have now had it three time myself. …’ [43] 
 

 HRH: ALS to [William Morris] Colles, literary agent, 2 pages 8vo, 27 Duke Street, St James’s, 3 
June 1895, written on behalf of the African Review (‘We should have no objection to a 
syndicated story … but we want a good stirring tale – African & adventurous for choice.’ [44] 
 

 HRH: ALS to Oswald Crawfurd, accepting an invitation to be a guest at their next dinner, 3 
pages 8vo, 27 Duke Street, 6 May 1895. [44a] 
 

 HRH: LS (text in the hand of his secretary, Miss Hector, with autograph additions), 3 pages 
8vo (browned), DH, 9 January 1905, giving an account of his movement in the hope that they 
could meet in London (‘I don’t know whiter you will have seen Cochrane by then …’). [44b] 
 



 HRH: ALS, 2 pages 8vo (slightly defective), 24 Redcliffe Square, 24 January 1889, asking 
where the seeds of the ‘Shantung Cabbage’ could be obtained. [44c] 
 

 HRH: LS (text in the hand of Lady Haggard) to Albert Dawson, 3 pages 8vo, DH, 4 October 
1906, making an arrangments to meet when he would be in London for a Royal Commission 
(‘of which I am a member’). [44c] 
 

 HRH: ALS to Mrs Buckle, 3 pages 8vo, DH, 5 January 1898, about a flat that she wished to let. 
[44d] 
 

 HRH: ALS to Sir Henry Thompson regretfully declining an invitation, 2 pages 8vo, St 
Katharine’s, Ledbury, 31 March 1899. [45] 
 

 HRH: Brief LS on a correspondence card to the editor of The Times, asking for a paragraph to 
be inserted giving an account of his movements, DH, 5 February 1905. [46] 
 

 HRH: AL (third person) to Mrs Val Prinsep, declining an invitation, 1 page 8vo, DH, 22 June 
n.y. [45a] 
 

 HRH: TLS (typed by Arthur Cochrane) to F.H. Andrew of Williton, 1 page 4to (some erosion), 
Rougemont Hotel, Exeter, 6 April 1901. Making arrangements to visit. Haggard and Cochrane 
were gathering material for Rural England. [45a] 
 

 HRH: LS to ‘Brother’ Henry Times, 2 pages 8vo, DH, 11 May 1905, proposing to come to the 
Lodge as least for the dinner if not for the installation. [47] 
 

 HRH: LS to Mr Northcroft, 2 pages 4to, DH, 23 February 1907, expressing pleasure that he 
had liked A Gardener’s Year and The Way of the Spirit. [48] 
 

 HRH: ALS to F. M. Scoone, assistant secretary of Barnardo’s Homes, asking them not to cut 
his articles if they are going to print them, on a correspondence card, DH, 24 November 
1907. [49] 
 

 HRH: LS to Scoone, 1 page 4to, DH, 26 November 1907, returning a corrected proof. [50] 
 

 HRH: Group of five ALsS to his Norfolk friend and neighbour William Carr (‘My dear Carr’, 
‘My dear Willie’ etc., 17 pages 8vo and 4to, DH (3), Kessingland Grange and Red Lion Hotel, 
Truro, 1906-1918, often in a light-hearted vein, about local and general matters, an 
interview ‘on Small Holders schools for publication throughout America …’, a little house he 
has bought at St Leonard’s (where Cecil Rhodes’s sister used to live), with a reference to ‘The 
Hare’ in his newly-published novel The Mahatma and the Hare. Together with two letters 
(one on a card) from MLH to the same. With five envelopes. [50a] 
 



 HRH: LS to ‘Dear Sir’, 2 pages 8vo, DH, 13 February 1908. ‘I have heard other such stories of 
the Boers, many of whom are most superstitious. …’ [51] 
 

 HRH: LS, the text in Danish, 2 pages 8vo with autograph note on the remains of an envelope, 
Copenhagen, 28 September 1910. Gathering material for Rural Denmark. [52] 
 

 H. H. Asquith (prime minister): TLS with HRH offering him a knighthood, 1 page 8vo with 
envelope, 10 Downing Street, December 1911, with the autograph draft of HRH’s letter of 
acceptance, 2 pages 8vo with corrections, DH, 22 December 1911. [53 and 54] 
 

 HRH: ALS to Berney Ficklin, 4 pages 8vo, DH, 3 January 1916. (‘I am delighted to see that in 
spite of the war you keep up your spirits. … I hope you observe the pain & grief of America. 
…’ . [55] 
 

 HRH: ALS to Commissioner Lamb [of the Salvation Army], 3 pages 8vo, DH, 15 January 1916. 
(‘I am in a sad mess about my Secretary. Some bureaucratic secret Committee has refused to 
let him go although Lord Sydenham wrote to them & the Tribunal to which he could appeal 
does not yet exist! …’). [56] 
 

 MLH: Long ALS to her sister-in-law, Ella Maddison Green, 3½ pages large 8vo with envelope, 
Budleigh Salterton, 15 August 1916. (‘we are liable to severe penalties if we are caught 
relating stories of Zepp[ellin] raids. … Well as to the Zepps Lilias & Joan had gone on that 
particular night to a small dance given by one of the officers wives & Lilias was only just 
home about 12 o’clock when crash, crash, came the bombs which sounded as if they were in 
the garden! …’). [57] 
 

 HRH: ALS to W.M. ?Crook, 2 pages 8vo, DH, 7 October 1916, promising to address the 
Rainbow Circle if he should be in London 18 April 1917. [58] 
 

 HRH: LS (hand of Miss Hector) to Miss D. Lang Sims, 2 pages 8vo, St Leonard’s-on-Sea, 24 
January 1918, declining to speak t the W.A.A.C. Recruiting Meeting. [59] 
 

 HRH: ALS to [Sir Edmund] Gosse, 1 page 8vo, Ledbury, 17 January n.y. (‘We had a very 
successful & enthusiastic ceremony here yesterday’), with an unrelated to letter from Gosse 
to Harrison, 1 page 8vo, Delamere Terrace, 25 December 1899 (‘I will gladly write my name, 
and find him a good signature of ?J[ohn] A[ddington] S[ymonds]’). [60] 
 

 HRH: ALS to [Sir Edward] Harding, 4 pages 8vo, St Leonard’s-on-Sea, 18 February 1918. An 
amusing letter discussing the advantages of growing potatoes, and discussing his recent 
government work in the West Country. [61] 
 

 HRH: Brief LS to [G. Herbert] Thring, St Leonards, with an undertaking (printed form signed) 
for the Society of Authors referred to in the letter, 1 page folio, 15 January 1920. [62] 
 



 HRH: Original typewritten contract with Hodder and Stoughton, for the publication of Red 
Eve, 4 pages 4to (separate leaves), signed in full at the end and initialled on the other pages, 
countersigned by Miss Hector, 11 July 1907. [62a] 
 

 HRH: TLS to G. Herbert Thring of the Society of Authors, a page 8vo, St Leonard’s, 17 March 
1920, suggesting that the power of attorney sent for the Australian lawyers should be 
enlarged to include the case of Cleopatra as well as that of She. [63] 
 

 HRH: ALS to Mrs Walter inviting her to tea after the Bungay races the next day, 3 pages 8vo, 
DH, ‘Tuesday’, n.d. [64] 
 

 HRH: ALS to ‘Dear Giles’, 3 pages 8vo (browned), DH, 6 October 1914, giving an account of 
the death in action of his nephew Mark [Haggard] (‘He charged a gun & got in front of his 
men with a soldier servant. He killed both the artillery men with his own hand & put the gun 
out of action, then fell shot through the middle …’), with a newspaper cutting giving an 
account of the action. 
 

 HRH: ALS to Thring, 2 pages 8vo, commenting on the report [of the Society of Authors] and 
regretting that he cannot attend the annual meeting, DH, 15 May 1922. With a fine cabinet 
photograph of HRH, ca. 1890, by Elliott & Fry. [69 and 70] 
 

 HRH: long and biographically important series of ca. 23 ALsS to William Carr [see above 50a], 
53 pages 8vo and 4to with a few related items, mostly with envelopes, DH, Athenaeum Club, 
Cape Town, Westminster, St Leonard’s,  Brompton Square, and Ledbury, 1907-1923. [folders 
79-95]. Covering a wide variety of topics including land transactions, church matters relating 
to Ditchingham, his recreational activities, his workload, his work in South Africa (sending in 
strict confidence two pages from his diary), war-time politics including his support for Lloyd 
George, post-war privations and growing old, his health (excusing himself from church).  
 

 Miscellaneous: ALS from Samuel Carter (HRH’s first illustrator) to Mrs Amherst, 3 pages 8vo, 
10 Richard Terrace, 18 June 1885. Asking to be excused from making a drawing [11a]. 
Hastings and District Boy Scouts’ Association pamphlet, 1920-21 (HRH was president). 
Several letters from Haggard’s grandson [42b], signed photograph of Stephen Haggard, five 
letters from Morton Cohen, letters of biographers and writers on Haggard including Roger 
Lancelyn Green. LS  of John Cordy Jeaffreson (who helped Haggard publish his first novel, 
autograph envelope front signed by William Cobbett [misc.], many photographs of HRH and 
his family. Five interesting letters to Alan Gill from Lilias Rider Haggard, mentioning General 
Booth’s visit to DH and her journey with the father to Denmark in 1910, etc. [42a], [42b], 
[62a]. A letter of Eveleigh Nash (who suggested the title ‘Queen Sheba’s Ring’) [44a]. ALS 
from Marie Corelli, 5 pages 8vo, 18 April 1895. Letter from Andrew Lang to McLennon, 3 
pages 8vo, Marloes Road, 22 October n.y., praising his story [44c], letter from Sir Henry 
Bartle Frere, 1869. 


